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On the Startup Wishlist of 2022 - 
More dialogue with policy-makers 
and better clarity from Brussels

On the 17th of November, the European startup 
ecosystem gathered together in Helsinki for a Star-
tup Policy Track event with a sole focus of discus-
sing the most pressing legislative issues currently 
on the desks of EU policy-makers. The wish from 
the startup community was clear: include founders 
in the policy discussions to avoid hindering the 
growth and innovation of the startups in Europe. 

The Startup Policy Track brought together foun-
ders, policy-makers, investors, researchers and 
ecosystem builders to discuss the current legisla-
tive pieces on the policy-makers to-do list: data, 
green transformation, artificial intelligence, meta-
verse, diversity and the upcoming EU Agenda with 
the Swedish Presidency. The day consisted of three 
hours of five panels, 22 panellists from all across 
Europe and three keynote speeches from the Com-
missioner Mariya Gabriel, MP Mari Holopainen and 
Chris Yiu from Meta. 

Member of the European Parliament 
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D), Jussi 
Mäkinen (Director of EU Regulation, 
Technology industries of Finland) and 
Karen K. Burns (CEO and Co-founder 
Fyma) discussing the future of the 
Data Act and how it will affect startups 
ability to innovate and grow. 

STARTUP POLICY TRACK

The common thread through the discussions 
was to build bridges between the EU bubble 
and startup community and bring a reality check 
from the founders directly to the policy-makers 
about how the pieces of legislation will affect the 
startup’s ability to contribute to preventing climate 
catastrophe, making livable cities through AI and 
data or creating a thriving diverse entrepreneurial 
culture in the EU. 

Startup Policy Track speakers emphasised 
widely, across all the fields, the need for 
better collaboration and giving startups a 
forum to bring their knowledge and exper-
tise from their fields.
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Over 200 founders place their wishes on the 
Policy Wish Tree: More cooperation, sandboxing 
and one set of rules across Member States

As the key part of the Startup Policy Track, two 
Policy Wish Trees were set up in Slush to en-
gage with startups about their concerns and 
what they wish from their local or European 
policy-makers. The Policy Wish Tree collected 

STARTUP POLICY TRACK

over 200 wishes from founders during Slush 
with great emphasis on making scaling easi-
er within the Member States, sandboxing to 
compete in the innovative arena and imple-
menting startup-visas to attract foreign talent.

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel wants to see more 
collaboration, funding towards female founded 
businesses and clarifications for startups

The European Commissioner for Innovation, 
Research, Culture, Education and Youth, Mariya 
Gabriel, joined the Startup Policy Track to give a 
closing keynote emphasising on the importance of 
working together by building an ecosystem and in-
vesting in innovation. Commissioner also adressed 

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel

a highly important issue that startup organisations 
have been trying to advocate for years: startups 
should have their own definition in place and not 
be lumped into the SMB category. Clarifications are 
highly important so that the legislation does not 
hinder startup’s ability to operate. 

“But now is the time to invest, 
now is the time to build the 
ecosystem, now is the time 
to work together. Universities 
and innovation, investors and 
public authorities…” 
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of startups want a clear definition 
distinguishing startups from SMEs and 
big corporations. 

of startups want better help/clarifications 
when scaling to more than one country in 
the EU. A founder wished for “a one-stop 
shop” for helping startups to scale outside 
of their native countries.

of startups wish for having tax 
exemptions or benefits in place 
during the first two years of 
establishing their business.

What is on the startup wishlist?  

36%

27%

15% 

Other wishes included better regulations for 
startup-visas to hire foreign talent and attract 
new startups, more sandboxing opportunities 
to allow informed decision and better legislating 
and clearer rules for employee share options 
without taxation. 

European Commissioner for 
Innovation, Research, Culture, 
Education and Youth Mariya 
Gabriel took a great interest 
in the policy wishes from 
startups together with Peter 
Kofler,  Chairman of Danish 
Entrepreneurs and the organi-
ser of the Startup Policy Track. 

When startups are mature enough to join 
the policy-discussions, it might be too late 

The panel discussions, despite the main theme, all 
led to the same conclusion: Brussels and startups 
across the Member States have to work together to 
make Europe a thriving continent for entrepreneurs 
to create businesses and startups to compete with 
the tech giants. Startup founders in the panels are 
creating the solutions for our current and future is-
sues for example by using non-personal data to plan 
traffic flows, robotics and AI to rethink recycling and 
AI to support better decision making while creating 
sustainable cities. For new startups the common 
issue was that in the midst of establishing a company 
they need to also understand legislation and in most 
cases, also understand legislation in multiple coun-
tries and states across the EU, US and Asia. A Danish 

startup founder’s message to policy-makers is to 
listen to startups about the hindrances they face for 
example in the sustainability sector:

Sina Pour Soltani, Founder and CEO of ARIS Robotics

“We have found out that there is a 
lot of taxation and fees that make 
companies choose an unsustainable 
solution and it would be good to talk 
with policy-makers about what are 
the hindrances to actually implement 
these sustainable solutions.”
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The sentiment of collaboration was shared across 
the founders and policy-makers in the panels. 
Startup founders, even with law degrees, are strug-
gling to go through all pieces of legislation concur-
rently whilst establishing their startups. CEO and 
Co-founder Karen K. Burns flagged the importance 
of understanding that startups operate in their 
own bubble and “policy is at the bottom of their 
to-do list”. So how shall startups get involved in the 
policy-discussions? Jussi Mäkinen, Director of EU 
Regulation at the Technology Industries of Finland 
encouraged the startup community to seek after 
active exchanges with legislators and

•  Slush brings together 4,600 startups, 2,600 
    investors, and 400 media representatives. In total    
    with other attendees, Slush brought around 12,000  
    curious minds to the Helsinki Expo and Convention    
    Center between the 16-18th of November.  

•  Startup Policy Track event is the only solely 
   policy-focused Side Event at Slush with more than  
   300 people registered for the day event held in the   
   Convention Centre and networking reception held  
   at the Maria 01 Startup Campus. 

Contact

“most importantly, bring 
concrete examples of how 
this and this proposal 
would affect their business 
and ability to scale up.”

Yesmith Sánchez, DEI 
Consultant at Inklusiiv 
discussing the importance 
of diverse teams and hiring 
based on talent together with 
Liva Echwald (Founder of 
Found Diverse), Jasmina 
Pless (Head of Entrepreneu-
rship at Danish Chamber of 
Commerce) and Johanna 
Huurre (Director of Strategic 
Initiatives at Helsinki Partners). 

Event details
•  Startup Policy Track is organised by Danish 
    Entrepreneurs together with partners Allied 
    for Startups, Confederation of Finnish Industries, 
    Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic, 
    Danish Chamber of Commerce, Swedish 
    Entrepreneurship Forum, and SUP46.  

•  Policy wish tree gathered over 200 wishes from  
    startups and policy-makers during Slush.  

•  Link to Startup Policy Track aftermovie 

Mail: johann@d-i-f.dk
Phone: +45 31 46 90 67 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eW4mGtaXhMXtZZHZ7LB9gzkQvQr3iIle/view

